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Miss T. D. TRAY NOR, Secretary to Dr. WILLIAM G. 

CUSHARP, Superintendent of Clifton T. Perks state Hn»r.it.ai, 
Jessups, Maryland, made available the following letter 
dated November 26, 1963/ from Dr. WILLIAM G. CUSHARD to 
Judge GEORGE B.'RASIN, JR., Circuit Court of Kent County, 
Chestertown, Maryland: 

"GARRETT B. TRAPNELL, No. 855, was admitted to the 
Clifton l'T Perkins "Hospital on August 20, 1963/ by the 
order of your court for a pre-trial mental examination. 

He received comprehensive psychiatric examination with 
psycholigical testing, social service investigation, 
electroencephalography, and other pertinent clinical 
laboratory tests. 

"It is the opinion of the staff and my opinion that he 
is of such mental capacity as to be able to understand 
the nature and extent of the charges against him and to 
be able to cooperate with counsel in the conduct of hi 
defense. It is also our opinion that he was responsible 
at the time of the alleged offenses. While It is true 
that TRAPNELL has been previously hospitalized on 
numerous occasions in mental hospital facilities and 
has been given a diagnosis of schizophrenic _ reaction, 
paranoid type, it seems that he is functioning on a 
sociopathic" level. His schizophrenia seems certainly to 
be in remission. He -it likelyone of the individuals who 

normally adjusts in an antisocial- impulsive, and hedonistic 

manner until he experiences an overwhelming frustration 
at which time he may exhibit dissent, psychotic-like 
effects. Mr. TRAPNELL has certainly not given any 
evidence of overt psychotic phenomena since his 
hospitalization with us, and in my opinion was^nob 
psychotic at the time of the alleged offenses. 

M'*ss TRAYNOR was questioned as to whether any doctors 
from Clifton T. Perkins State Hospital testified at TRAPNELL s 
trial, and she stated that no subpoena had been rec ®*^d 
such testimony. She was asked whether anycther P^ychiatri a 

had examined TRAPNELL and she reviewed PRADO 

report from a psychiatric report prepared by OSCAR G. PRAJ£> 
Director of Forensic Psychiatry, g? ts * 

State of Maryland. Miss TRAYNOR stated that Dr. PRAD 
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in on staff conferences at the Clifton T. Perkins State 
Hospital but that he is not on the staff of the Perkins 
Hospital. She stated she did not believe that Dr. PRADO 
testified at TRAPNELL ' 9 trial, however, through contact 
with Dr. PRADO's secretary she determined that a copy of the report 
of Dr. PRADO relative to an examination of GARRETT B. TRAPNELL 
had been forwarded to the Circuit Court of Kent County, Maryland. 
Dr. PRADO's report is as follows: 

"OPINION TO COURT" 



"Diagnosis — Schizophrenic reaction, schizo-aff ective type with 
paranoid components, with Secondary Antisocial 
Behavorial Patterns. He has led..' for most of his 
life at least a schizophrenic-type existence. 



11 ( l) Responsibility --In my opinion patient was insane and not 
responsible at time of crime. 



"( 2 ) 



Competence (Fo- Tria l On ly)— In my opinion he is; competent 
to stand trial in his own defense and/or to assist 
his counsel as to the same. While he has been., is and 
most likely will be a mentally ill person he is now 
sufficiently improved (almost in remission under 
treatment here), to be considered sane under 
the McNaghten Rule for the purpose of standing trial. 



"Further Comments--In my opinion this patient belongs in a mental 
' hospital, for years not unlikely. 

I would like to recommend to your court that if 
he is found not guilty by reason of insanity he 
be committed to the Clifton T. Perkins Hospital 
(maximum security hospital). He is a manace to 
society by virtue of his psychotic-insane mental 
illness whose prognosis for full recovery is very 
poor. Perhaps at some later time his transfer to 
a non-maximum security hospital upon improvement 
could be in his best therapeutic interest and 
not unusually risky as far as society would be 
concerned . " 



Miss TRAYNOR appeared surprised when she found this 
report by Dr. PRADO which she stated was completely contrary 
to the report on TRAPNELL prepared by the hospital staff, and 
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she stated that' she wondered If Dr. CTSHARD, Superintendent 

?LTep^ P sSf itJ&'SSt^ Si J&SSi** it indicating 
that he had seen it. 

letters to*7he 

fa Si nssi s^^pisssswsi 

the Perkins Hospital to a mental hospital in Florida. 
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Kiss T. D. TRAYNOR, Secretary to Dr. WILLIAM Q. 

C US HARD, Superintendent of Clifton T. Perk j nr* Stat.o. Hnniiiua* 
J 03 sups , Maryland, made available the following letter 
dated November 26, 1963, from Dr. WILLIAM G. CUSHARD to 
Judge GEORGE B. RASIN, JR., Circuit Court of Kent County, 
Chestertown, Maryland: 



'GARRETT B. TRAPNELL, No. 855, was admitted to the 
; 1 Clifton T. Perkins Hospital on August 20, 1963 , by the 
order of your court for a pre-trial mental examination. 

He received comprehensive psychiatric examination with 
psycholigical testing, social service investigation, 
electroencephalography, and other pertinent clinical 
laboratory tests. 

’’It is the opinion of the staff and my opinion that he 
is of such mental capacity as to be able to understand 
the nature and extent of the charges against him and to 
be able to cooperate with counsel in the conduct of his 
defense. It is also our opinion that he was responsible 
at the time of the alleged offenses. While it is true 
that TRAPNELL has been previously hospitalized on 
numerous occasions in mental hospital facilities and 
has been given a diagnosis of schizophrenic reaction, 
paranoid type, it seems that he is functioning on a 
sociopathic level. His schizophrenia seems certainly to 
be in remission. He -it likelyone of the individuals who 
normally adjusts in an antisocial- impulsive, and hedonistic 
manner until he experiences an overwhelming frustration 
at which time he may exhibit dissent, psychotic-like 
effects. Mr. TRAPNELL has certainly not given any 
evidence of overt psychotic phonemena since his i 
hospitalization with us, and in my opinion was not 
psychotic at the time of the alleged offenses." 

Miss TRAYNOR was questioned as to whether any doctors 
from Clifton T. Perkins State Hospital testified at TRAPNELL 1 s 
trial, and she stated that no subpoena had been received for 
such testimony. She was asked whether any ether psychiatrists 
had examined TRAPNELL and she reviewed the file and located a 
report from a psychiatric report prepared by OSCAR G. PRADO, 
Director of Forensic Psychiatry, Department of Mental Hygiene, 
State of Maryland. Miss TRAYNOR stated that Dr. PRADO sits 
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In on staff conferences at the Clifton T. Perkins State 
Hospital but that he is not on the staff of the Perkins 
Hospital. She stated she did not believe that Dr. PRADO 
testified at TRAPNELL 1 s trial, however, through contact 
with Dr. PRADO's secretary she determined that a copy of the report 
,of Dr. PRADO relative to an examination of GARRETT B. TRAPNELL 
had been forwarded to the Circuit Court of Kent County, Maryland. 
Dr. PRADO's report Is as follows: 

"OPINION TO COURT" 

"Diagnosis — Schizophrenic reaction, schizo-aff ective type with 

paranoid components, with Secondary Antisocial 
Behavorial Patterns. He has led., for most of his 
life at least a schizophrenic-type existence. 

11 ( l) Responsibility --In my opinion patient was Insane and not 
responsible at time of crime. 

"(2) Competence (Fo~* Tria l O nly) — In my opinion he is; competent 
to stavfci Trial in his own defense and/or to assist 
his counsel as to the same. V.hile he has been, is and 
most likely will be a mentally ill person he is now 
sufficiently improved (a?.most in remission under 
treatment here), to be considered sane under 
' the McNaghten Rule for the purpose of standing trial. 

" Further Comments — In my. opinion this patient belongs in a mental 
hospital, for years not unlikely. 

I would like to recommend to your court that if 

• he is found not guilty by reason of insanity he 
be committed to the Clifton T. Perkins Hospital 
(maximum security hospital). He is a manace to 
society by vitue of his psychotic -insane mental 
illness whose prognosis for full recovery is very 
poor. ' Perhaps at some later time his transfer to 
a non-maximum security hospital upon improvement 
could be in his best therapeutic interest and 
not unusually risky as far as society would be 
concerned . " 

Miss TRAYNOR appeared surprised when she found this 
report by Dr. PRADO which she stated was completely contrary 
to the report on TRAPNELL prepared by the hospital staff, and \ 
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she stated that she wondered if Dr. CUSHARD, Superintendent 
of the Hospital, had seen this report. However, after reviewing 
the report she stated that Dr. CUSHARD had initialed it indicating 
that he had seen it. 

Miss TRAYNOR advised that TRAPNELL had forwarded 
letters to the judge and other individuals in Kent County, 
Maryland, thanking then for the treatment he received at 
his trial and that he was also petitioning for transfer from 
the Perkins Hospital to a mental hospital in Florida. 





